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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Claims 1-9 (Canceled). 

10. (Currently Amended) A purified polypeptide encoded by a nucleic acid 
molecule selected from the group compris i ng consisting of: 

(A) a purified nucleic acid molecule of sequence SEQ ID NO: 2; 

(B) a purified nucleic acid molecule encoding the amino acid sequence SEQ 
ID NO: 1: and 

(C) a purified nucleic acid molecule degenerate from SEQ ID NO: 2 as a result 
of the genetic codei-of 

(D) — a purif i od nuc l oic acid mo l ecule that oncodoc a coro 1 1 po l ypoptido or a 
variant of core 1 1 polypopt i do, where i n the var i ant i c dotoctablo by Woctorn ana l ys i s 
using HCV - pooitivo human corum or monoc l ona l ant i body against coro prote i n, and 
whoroin tho amino acid soquonoo of the var i ant sharoo at l oaot 80% i dent i ty with a 
nat i ve coro 1 1 polypoptido am i no ac i d coquonco . 

1 1 . (Original) A purified polypeptide according to claim 10 having a molecular 
weight of approximately 17.5 kD as determined by SDS-PAGE. 

12. (Original) A purified polypeptide according to claim 10 in non-glycosyiated 

fomi. 

13-16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Original) Purified antibodies that bind to a polypeptide of claim 10. 
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18. (Original) Purified antibodies according to claim 17, wherein the antibodies 

are monoclonal antibodies. 

Claims 19-32. (Cancelled) 

33. (Original) An immunological complex comprising a core+1 polypeptide of 
HCV and an antibody that specifically recognizes said polypeptide. 
Claims 34-44. (Cancelled) 



